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To the Right Honourable the Lords and Com- 


mons now Aflembled in Parliament, 


The bumble Petition of John Smith of Sandwich 
Draper, in the bebalfe of himſelf and the Inhabitants of Margate. 


Sheweth, 
MRaR Factor neer two and thirty years fince, untill within fix years 


maintained by Scots on the Houſes and Lands there, to- 
_ gether with part of the benefits of the Pecr(the ſaid peer bein 

agreat and continuall cauſe of the devaſtation ot the ſaid 

works) which Scots were impoſed by the Commiſſioners of 
Sewers, who then viewed and took care of the (aid works; during all which 
time, by theblefling of God, the {aid Town was preſerved, and little or no 
hurt done by the violence of the Sea. 
* That about fix years ſince,divers perſons whoſe eftates lies more backward 
from the Sea, and in lefſe danger; aiming more at their private ends , than 
the publicke good, queſtioned the power of the Commiſſioners, alledging 
the faid Seaworks were not in compaſle of the Statute,on which their Com- 
miſſion was granted: whereupon the Commitlione1 s wholly rejeQed the ſaid 
workes : and fince that time the Sea hath done above four thouſand pounds 
worth of hurt there; and threatens the deftration of the Town. That at the 
ime of the r5:&ing of their charg of the works,your petitioner was Expen- 
litor of the ſame works,& had ſome eftate there in houling, did for fateguard 
thereof , and the Town go on in repair of the faid works; towards which he - 
was forced to borrow two hundred pound upon his own band (for which he 
{i]l paies uſefor his Scot granted him by the Commiſſioners being den1'd to 
bepoid him;Bur after great charges npon the ſaid works,by the late violence 
of the Sea,a great part of the: Jetty-works were taken away for want of due 
teparations,whereypon your petitioner,finding the burden inſupporcable for 
tim{elfe alone to undergo,& conſidering what the miſerable event would be 
tnegle&cd, did gain a Certificate from the Maior and Jurats of Dover,under 
tne Town Seal - Gn whoſejuriſdiation Margate is) of the great danger boy 
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@* laſt paſt, the Sea-works of Margate in the Ifle of Thanet, were 
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faid Town was in, with a Petition ſubſcribed by many of the Inhabitants of 
Margate, wherein was defired Timber for the preſent makimg up of the ſaid 
works,and a Scot as formerly continued;which Petition and Certificate way 
preſented to the right honourable Committee of Admiralty & Cinque Ports; 
and thereupon an-order was made & direCted to ſome Knights and Gentimen 
neer Margate to view the ſaid works, and to report the danger, and charge of 
repair to that Committee, as by the Order annexed appears: who with expe- 
Tienced workmen meatured ana cait np the charge, and made report of it ac- 
cordingly, as by the Report alſo appears : upqn which report the Commit- 
tee of the Admiralty ( after along and chargeable attendance)made a further 
Order: wherein they declared what they conceived fitting to be done therein, 
And in regard the ſame works, lay within the juriſdition of the Sinque- 
Ports, they thought fit to recommend the buiinefTe to both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, cither to beby them confirmed, or otherwitc ordered, as to their wit- 
domes ſhould ſeem meet; as by that Order alto appears. But by reaſon of the 
Kingdomes more weighty bulineſſe, your Peticioner as yet hath had no fur- 
ther order or redreſſe heerin, although the Sea hath done abave hve thou- 
ſand punds worth of hurt within four years paſt , thongh in the in- 
terim, and for theſe (ix years paſt, your Petitioner hath defended a great part 
of the Town at his own charge, andexpended the ſumme of four hundred 
eighty pounds eighteen ſhillings and eight pence, as by a particular accompt 
under the workmens hands appears ; beſides his charges in ſoliciting of the 
buſineſſe, amounting to above three hundred pounds, and in the neglect, loſe 
and hinderance of his trade, to at leaft fix hundred and ffy pounds, without 
any peny recompence: which will be to his ſudden ruine and deftruCtion , if 
not relieved by your Honours. 


May it therefore plea/e your honours to conſider of the premiſes, and that aplace of 
ſuch conlequence where Embaſſadors and perſons of great quality take ſhiping, 
and are landed, may not be quite overwhelmed, and the eſtate of your Petitioner, 
and many others quit? deſtroyed, and their wives, children and families ruined) 
to be pleajed fpeedily to Order, that ſufficient Timber may be allowed, _ ſo as the 
preſent breaches may be timely repaired. and for time to come -upbeld, by Scots on 
the houſes and lands there,and by a poundage upon commod;ties exported and im- 
Forted from and to the ſaid Iſland; That the Peer Wardens may be yearly ac- 

. Comptable to the Maior and Furats of Dover, for the money by them received 
and expended abont the ſame, a moicty of the overplus to be allowed yearly to- 
wards the [aid Works; and that your Petitioner may be ſpeedily ſatisfied his ſaid 
disburjments about the ſaid Works. 

| And Your Petitizner ſhall ever pray, 4 
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Die Jovis,18.Novemb. 1647. 


At the Committee of Lords and Commons for the Ad- 
miralty and Cinque-Ports 


N reading the Petition of Fobn Smith Expendicor for the Works againſt 

Margate, concerning the dehiciency of the faid Works, his charg s in attend- 
ing that bulineſſe of the Iſle of Zharet,the dclaies uſed by ſome that have ad- 
drefled their Petition to this Committee in oppolition of his; by their not 
tanding to what had been mutually agreed betorc ſome of this Committee, 
and propoling away for repaire of the {aid Works, and keeping of them for 
the future. | 

Ord:red that Henry Crip Eſquire, George Summer, William Coppin, Thomas 
I/heatley, Edward Brooks, and 5tepben Biſhop, doe attend this Committee on this 
day three weeks, by themſelves or ſome of them, or ſome other on their be- 
halt, ſufficiently ini{trufted to anſwer the faid Petition, and failing thereof, 
this Committee will proceed to ſettle ſuch reſolution upon Fobn Smiths (a id 
Petition, as ſhall appear moſt mect,without turther delay. 


Signed by my Lord of Warwick, and others of tre ſaid Committee. 


4 true Copie of the Agreement which the Ifand-men, before the Committee of the Admi- 
ralty agreed on, but now fall from, and refuſed to ſet their Lands to: Here followeth, 


Pon dcbat: before the Honourable Committee of Lords and Commons, 
[es the Admiralty and Cinque-ports, of the matter in difference touch- 
Ing the repairing, ſuſtaining, and keeping of Jetty-workes againſt the Sea at 
Margate, in the l{le ot Thanet, for preventing the deliruftion and ſwallowing 
up of the ſaid Town of Margate, by the violence of the Sca breaking in upon 
It, And upon hearing of o:n Smith, Expenditor for the ſaid Town, and his 
councel] on the oac fide. And of Sir Henry Crip. Henry Crijp Elq. Richard Har 
tie, Jeffery Sandwell, Fobn Broxland , Marke Ambroſe , Tho. Smith Senior , George 
Somner, fobn Tomblin, IYil. Copin, fobn Pannell , Fames Hannaker , and Richard 
Jenvez, and their Councell on the other fide. Upon the whole bulineſle there 
aroſe two Queſtions. The firit, How the ſaid Jctty-works might for the pre- 
ſent be repaire«, and for the future maintained, ſo that the Sea might be how 
from breaking in, and the ſaid Town might be preſerved ? The ſecond, How 


the ſaid Smit, the Expenditor might be ſatisfied and reimburſed the monies - 
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and charges he had Jaid out, and hos at in this publiqueand common buſi. 
nefſe, tor the time paſt? And as to the firit, the ſaid Sir Henry Criſp, Henry Crif 
Eſq. Richard Fartie, Feffery Sandwell, 7o'm Broxland, Marke Ambroſe , Tho. Smith, 
Senior, George Somner, Jobn Tomblir, Wil. Coppin, fobn Parnell, Fames Hanraker, 
Richard Fenvzy, and their Councell did offer, That if che repairing of the ſaid 
Fetty-workes and the keeping thereof, might be entruſted to them, they 
would with 200. Tunne of Timber, to be allowed unto them for the ſaid 
worke for the preſent ſufficiently repair the ſaid Jetty-wocrks,and make them 
defeniive again: the Sea, and ſafe guard and preterve the ſaid Town of Mar. 
Cate, and every part thereof, and of the Lands thereto belonging, againſt the 
vicddence and breaking in of the Sea, as well for the pretent as tor the future 
tor ever hereafter, without any further tax, allowance or charge, to be yeild- 
ed, made, paid or impoſcd therefore, but only a ſcor, or tax of 12. pence in 
the pound, to bc levied and paid ont of the Houſes erected againſt the ſaid 
workes, and to be paid but once in the year and no oftner. And for the pcr- 
formance thereof in every particalar, viz. as'wcell for the preſent repairing, 
as future ſuficieat kceping the ſame for ever, upon the rate aforeſaid, and 
without any further demand. The ſaid parties before mentioned did by them- 
{elves and thcir,Councell, make offer, to put in ſutficient Security, as this 
Committee or the Honourable Houſes ſhould approve and Jike of ; which 
being accepted ind yielded unto by the ſaid Smith the Expenditor ; the Com- 
mittce thought fit that the ſame ſhould be ſubſcribedby the ſaid parties, to 
remain with this Committee, or be preſented to the Hononrable Houſes, as 
{honld be requilice. | 1 

And as to the ſecond Queftion, touching the charge and disburſments of 
the ſaid Sr:#th, for that the parties conld not agree upon the ſame, nor how 
and in what manner they had been laid out. It was, humbly prai-d, That a 
Commiſſion might be ordered to iffue out of the Court of Admiralty of the 
Cinque-ports, to examine witneſſes upon ſuch matters, interrogations, and 
queſtions, as the ſaid Smith tor his pare might ſee caſe for the better aſcertai- 
ning of the ſaid disburſments,and charges by him expended; And wherein the 
iaid other parties might joyn and counter examine likewiſe if they thought 
meet. That fo examinations being duly taken, they might be returned to 
this Committce, whereupon this Committee might be truly informed of 
the true ſtate of the matter; and ſo give ſach order for relict of the ſaid Smity, 
as they ſhould hold juſt and equitable. 


A certificate from the Iniabit ants of Margate, ſhewing the ſad and lamentable condition 
that the [aid Town ws in, by reaſon of a late breach which the Sea made ; which might 

- have been prevented, had the Iſland men ſtood to the forementioned Agreement. A trus 
copie whereof here followe th, To 
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To theRight Honorable the Committee for the 
Admiralty and the Cinque-Ports, 


Heſe are further to informe your Honors , That whereas the Jetties of 

Margate, in the Ille of Thanet, and County of Kent 3 and the great danger 
of the (aid Town, have many times and late been diicafſed before your Ho- 
nors, and whercupon your Honors out of a commilieration, and due confide- 
ration, of the danger of the {aid Town and Inhabitants there ; have been fa- 
zucably pleaſed to grant tome convenient quantity of Timber, for the bet- 
tx defence of the ſaid Tovrn and Inhabicans there, apainit that raging and 
nercileſie EJetnent, the Sea. And whereas it hath pleaſed God on Sonday 
lt paſt, ( being the 12. day of this inſtant Marcy, to ſend a moſt tempeſtu- 
ous tyde, againit the ſaid Town, (as at other placcs) by reaſon whercot, a 
acat part of the ſaid workes is broken down, and-ſome part of a Houſe of 
this bearer Fobz Smith, is demollithed ; and whereas not only the eſtate there 
of the ſaid 70bn Smith, but of many other the Inhabitants of the ſaid Town, 
ac(ifnot very ſpeedily ſecured ) like to come to utter ruine and decay. 

The premilcs conſidered, May it yet again pleaſe your Honors, to take the 
&plorable condition ofthe ſaid Town and Inhabitants, into your ſpeedy 
ndmature conſideration, and to afford ſich a quantity of Timber for the 
&fence of the ſaid Town and Inhabitants ; and alſo to appoint and ordain 
bme able 31an (whom your Honors ſhall thinke fit) to a; care of the ſaid 
rorkes, as in an exigence of ſo much concernment and danger is required. 

In witnefſc whereof, we your Honours humble petitioners have. ſub- 
ſcribed our hands (Inhabitants of the ſaid Town) the 13.day of March, 
N.n ſalutis, 1647. | 

Subſcribed by the Inhabitants of Margate. 


Tothe Right Honourable the Commuttee of the 
Cinque-Ports and Admiralty. 


[.yit pleaſe thas Honcrable Commit tee : 


WE whoſe names are here under written (Inhabitants of the Town and. 
Port of Sandwich) doe humbly certific (bcing thereunto requeſted) 
uto your Honors in the name, and behalf of 7obn Smith, Cone of our faid 
| A 3 Town) 


6 
Town)- That (to our knowledge) he hath been a man alwaies wel-affeQeq 
to the Parliament, in their aftings,and proceedings for the publique Intereſ}, 
welfare, and happinefſe of the Kingdome ; And in order thereunto he hath 
declared his forwardneſſe, (we belicve beyond his abilicies) in contributions 
and ſubſcriptions tor Horſe, Plate, and Monies, and in regard he hath (as we 
are informed, through the oppolition of {ome il]-affefted perions) ſuffered 
much in his «ſtate (fundry waies) by his long attending on his bulineſſe-of 
Mareate, in the Ifle of Tharet: (which if cfic&ted we belicve would tend to a 
Publike good, and benefit.) 


We, (your humble ſervants, conſidering the premiſes) doe hum- 
bly beleech and requeſt, this Honorable Committee, for to con- 
{der his cauſe, and to anſwer his deſire, ( which we are conhdent 
of) as your Honors apprehend them jag: and with what conve- 
nient expedition it may be ; which otherwiſe (con!idering alfo 
his great charges and expences in proſecuting therot_) may prove 
to be to the extreame wrong and dammage (if not the utter un- 
doing) of himſelf, and his Family, : 


Humbly repreſented and ſubſcribed, by the Major and Furets,Gh+, 


Die Sabba. 27. February 1646. 


Alt the Committee of Lords and Commons for the At- 
miralty and Cinque-Ports. 


N conſideration of a Petition preſented to this Committee, by o'r 
Smith Expenditor for Margate in the Ille of Thanet in the County of Kent, in 
behalf of himſelf, and the Inhabitants, and owners of the houſes and lands 
lying againſt the Sea at- Margate atorefaid; the ſameſetei ag forth the great 
danger the ſaid Town is in of being carried to Sea, and the great lofſe alra- 
dy betallen the eſtates of many the Inhabitants; by the carrying of many oi 
their houſes already to Sea, throngh the decay of certain Jetty works hereto- 
fore made for defence thereof; and praying that Timber may be appointcd 
for repair of the fame; as alſo that money may be raiſed for the perfecting 
thereof, out of the arrears of a Scot of two thillings per pound, heretoforg 
_ Cliarged upont the houſes and lands there; and of another Scot. of thirty ls 
4 254 win | | | pound 
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and per Annu. 1aid upon the Peer of Margate,by the Commiſſioners of Sew- 
ers for the Eaſt of Kert,about twenty five years ago,the paying thereof having 
been for ſome years diicontinued:and that for the future maintaining there- 
of, the ſaid Scots may be continued; or that in liew of a moiety of two ſhil- 
lings per pound, reaſonable poundage may be ſet down upon certain com- 
modities going in and out of the ſaid Ifland, a lift of which commodities, and 


MM ofcates propoſed to be ſet upon them reſpe&ively was now preſented, and 


apon reading a Certificate from ſome Gentlemen of the County of Kent, ta 
whom the State thereof was reterred by the Committee, to be viewed and 
ctified; they thereby ſetting forth, That the ſaid Jetty works, being by 
them ſarveied, and workmen conſulted with; They found that fifty five 
Rods of Timber-work is in decay, which requiring double work will take 
up {ix hundred and iive Tun of Oaken Timber, that the workmanſhip will a- 
mount to as much or more charge, than the Timber; and there will need a 
continuall charge to keep it for the future : And tor that this Committee is 
informed by ſome Members of both Houſes, that they have viewed the ſame, 
and finde the dete& and danger of the ſaid Town to be very great; and for as 
much as the ſame is within the juriſdiction of the Cinque-Ports, this Com- 
mitteedoth thereby conceive it their duty to repreſent it to both Houſes of 
Parliament, and doth recommend it to them, that the preſent defefts may 
be repaired, and ſufficient Timber tor that end allowed; and that the Town 
may in time to come be ſecured, by a Scot upon the ſaid Houſes and lands, 
orby a poundage upon commodities exported and imported, from and to 
the ſaid Ifland,or otherwiſe, as they in their wiſdomes ſhall think fit; as alſo 
that conſideration may be had of the Petitioner fobn Smith, his disburſments 
or the upholding of the ſaid works ( which by his Petition is alledged to a- 
mount unto four hundred and twenty pounds ) in ſuch a way as they ſhall 
think meetzhe having offer*d(as by the ſaid Certificate is mentian'd,upon al- 
lowance of a moiety of the ſaid Scot, & of a poundage on the ſaid commodis 
ties,to perform the ſaid work( being firſt furniſhed with timber as aforcſaid ) 
and toengagean eſtate of a thouſand pound value to keep the ſame for ever, 

Andit is laſtly Ordered,. That a Copy of the ſaid Certificate and of the 


&hedale of rates upon the ſaidicommodities be annexed to this Report, 


WARWICK. 


Whereas the Jetty-works of Margate in the Iſle of Thanet,accordirg to an Orger ; Ape 
Right Honourable Committee of the 4dmiralty and Cinque-Ports, being ſwroeied Yy Ws 
James Oxenden Knight, Major Boyce Eſq; Henry Criſp, Eſq; 3 and we calling 


liree ſufficient Carpenters to meaſure the works, it was found to be in decay, 45 FR 
at. 
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\ 1. That there was 55. rods,of worke mea{ured and found in decay , ezch 
of which rods was conceived would take np.5. Tunns and halt of Timber fot 
fingle workes, and for double workes ſo much more, and the ſame requirinz 
all double worke, it will cake up in the whole 655. Tunns of Oaken T imber, 

2. That the workmanſhip for Carpenters, Sawyers, and other workmen, 
will amount to as much or more charges, then the Timber to compleat the 
ſaid workes. | 

3. That ic will require a conſtant and continuall charge in repairing, up- 
holding and keeping the ſame workes. 

4. That if the now Expenditor Fobn Smith, may be yearly allowed 12, 
pence in the pound upon all Houtcs and Lands, which tor 25. years paſt paid 
2. ſhillings in the pound, as appears by Scot.) And alſo if he may receive ac- 
cording to the rates of, and upon ihe particular commodities ſet down and 
expreſſed in a Schedule hereunto anncxed, and as this Honorable Houſe (hall 
thinke fit, and as is u{ed in other miarican Towns, he is willing to undertake 

| toperforme the ſaid worke, bcing furni!2ed with Timber ſufficient as atore- 
faid, and will engage 1000l. Lands an:{ Houies in the ſaid I{land,for perform- 
ance and keeping of the ſaid work«3 for ever, he being the fitteſt man for the 
{ame, as being already entru'!«d tor by the ſaid Town, and the ſaid Town be- 
ing now in moſt eminent danger t9 be lot, i: |not. ſpeedily helped, as afore- 


ſaid. 
4AMES OXENDEN 


Having about eight months paſt, with the Lieutenant of Dover Caſile, and 
Mr. Henry Criſp, ſurveighed the dangerous condition of Margate , I did finde 
that there is fifty. five rods or thereabouts, which of necelity muſt be main- 
tained againſt the rage of the Sea, and did alto finde by the judgement of able 
workmen then preſent, that the premiſes will require the Timber and cx- 
pence here above mentioned. 


HENRY HET MAN, 
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TO-THE - 


THE 


Commons of England 


In Parfiament Aſſembled. 


The hnnmble Petition of divers wel affeiI:d Perſons inhabiting the City 
of Lo:don, WefIrinſter y the Borong? of Souchwark, Hams 
++ ' blets, and plac rs aghacent. | 


VW ith the Parlaments Anſwer thereunts. 


SHEWET H, | 
Ez Hat aichcughk we are 2s carneitly deſirous of a ſafe 
TA and wel- grounded Peace, zad that a finall ecu 
were.put'to all the ercubles and miferies of the 
Cemmon- wealth, as any fort of men whatCſocyer: 
Yet confidering vpon what grounds we engaged 
on your patt in the;late and preſent Wars,and how 

| far (by coarſodoing) we apprehend - our ſelves 
concerned, Cive us leave (before you conclude as by the Treaty in 
hand): ro acquaint you f1{t with the ground and reaſon which inda- 
ced us to aid you againſt the King and his Adherents, Secondly, Whar 
our Apprehenſions arc of this Treaty, Thizxdly , What we expected 
from you,and do ſtill moſt carneſtly:defare;e: - 
-' Be plexſed therefare: to nnderſtend , that we had notengaged on 
yourpart,butthatwejudged this honourable Houſc ta be the ſupream 


Autkority of Exgland.as choſen by,aad repreſenting the People 3/ and 


entrulted with abſolute power for redrefle of Grievances, and provi- 
fonfor Safety: #ndthae the King was but at the molt the:chict publike 
Officer of chis Kingdon,and: accomprable to:this Houſe {the Repren 
ſentative ofthe People,from whom all juſt Autboricy is; or 6ughr ca. 


be deriyed)' for diſchargeofhis- Office; And -it we had not bin confi. | 
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